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IN ERROR OR AN HEIR?

The English language has a lot of interesting features, which include words that sound the same but are
spelled differently and words which are spelled the same but have different meanings depending on how
they are used. For example, here are some words that are spelled the same but have different meanings, the
word “feet” can either mean something you walk on or twelve inches; the word “lie” may either be not
telling the true or assuming a horizontal position. In addition, there are words which are spelled differently
but pronounced the same and also have different meanings. For example, “pear,” which 1s a fruit, and “pair,”
meaning two together, both sound the same; also, “brake,” which may mean a devise for slowing or
stopping, and “break,” when something is destroyed, are pronounced the same; another is the word “right,”
meaning correct, and “write,” to put letters on paper, also sound the same. The examples you could cite (by
the way that’s another word which has different spelling and different meanings depending on usage) can go
on and on.

There are a pair of words that sound the same but give a totally difterent outcome for the person seeking to
follow God. Those words are “error” and “heir.” The question to be answered 1s are you “in error’ or are
vou “an heir?” Depending on which word applies to you will determine where you will spend eternity.

My dictionary defines “error” as “deviating from truth.” What does that mean? When we are talking about
our spiritual lives, it means we are not following God’s commandments. We are talking about sin. Sin can
take many forms and it can come upon us when we least expect it. Paul even admitted that, in the past,
“sin...deceived me.” (Romans 7:11) He also warned the Romans about sin when he wrote to them to “Let
not sin therefore reign in your mortal body.” (Romans 6:12) In addition, he warned Timothy that “evil men”
will “wax worse, deceiving and being deceived™ will happen. (2 Timothy 3:13) The end result of “sin™ and
being “in error” will be a separation from God and Christ at judgment. Sin has always separated man from
God. It started back in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve ate of the fruit (Genesis 3) and it continued
with the Children of Israel and it continues with us today. If we fail to follow God’s commandments, as
recorded in the scriptures, we are facing a separation, at judgment, that will last throughout eternity.

My dictionary defines “heir” as “one who is entitled to inherit.” When we apply that entitlement to our
spiritual lives it means we will be able to receive the promised home in heaven that God has promised for all
those who are obedient to His word. Paul used the term “heir” a number of times when telling those, to
whom he was writing, about continuing to be obedient to Christ. In Galatians 3:29 he called it being “heirs
according to the promise;” in Titus 3:7 he referred to our position as being “made heirs according to the hope
of eternal life;” and in Romans &:17 he made the statement that “if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we sufter with him, that we may be also glorified together.” When we
become a child of God we become “heirs” and have a right to the promise of eternal life in heaven.

Let’s compare the two words. When we are “in error” we have deviated from the truth and when we are “an
heir” we are in a position to be one who inherits eternal life which God has promised. Two words sound the
same but produce entirely different results. One results in separation from God and the other connects us to
God for eternity.

The question remains, which are you, “In error” or “an heir?”
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