April 2022

News and Notes
·

·

·

-

“I, therefore, the
prisoner of the Lord,
beseech you to walk
worthy of the calling
with which you were
called, with all
lowliness and
gentleness, with
longsuffering, bearing
with one another in
love, endeavoring to
keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of
peace.”
Ephesians 4:1-3
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The Knife’s Edge
“Enter by the narrow gate, for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to
destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the way which leads to life,
and there are few who find it.” Matthew 7:13-14
Life in general is difficult. Any way a person chooses to go in life is difficult. The
difference in Jesus’ statement is, one way leads to something good and the other ways lead to
something bad. What is it about the straight and narrow way that causes Jesus to refer to it as
difficult?
To begin to answer that question I want to tell you of an experience I had hiking the
Cimarrona Trail near Pagosa Springs, Colorado. Nine miles up a steep, winding, slippery and
dangerous trail to the mountain crest at over 12,000 feet. What a climb! What a view! The
beauty and majesty of part of God’s creation was awesome that day. The climb was well
worth it. After soaking it in for a few minutes I noticed my trail went over the crest and down
the other side of the mountain. It was the way most hikers went. I did not want to go that
way. I wanted to stay where I could see everything so I took the knife’s edge, the path on the
crest of the ridge. The problem was it was very dangerous. The knife’s edge is a mountain
crest falling off sharply on each side. One misstep, one moment of not paying attention
would result in death or something near to it.
A Christian’s walk in life should be very similar to a walk on the knife’s edge. Yes, we know
better, but there are so many things in this world that can distract us. God gave us many
wonderful and beautiful things in our life. He expects us to be very careful in choosing what
things we are going to be attracted to. To do that we must choose wisely. Not as the world
chooses but as God advises. God blesses us with ability, opportunity and resources to do just
about anything we set our minds to do. He wants us to enjoy things but at the same time to be
careful about where those things might lead us. Too often when we get to a high point in our
life because of His blessing we need to step back and remember how we got there. It does not
matter if we are just starting out in our Christian walk or that we have been at it for many
years, we need to be careful to pay attention to how we walk, where we go and what we do.
We are the fortunate few that have found the narrow gate. Entering in did not necessarily
make life easy. But we know the results of walking with Jesus will be well worth it. Enjoy life
but be careful how you walk it.
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because
the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”
Ephesians 5:15-17
Barry Brownsberger
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“Your word is a lamp
to my feet
And a light to
my path.”
Psalms 119:105
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