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“Jesus Christ is
the same
yesterday, today,
and forever. Do
not be carried
about with
various and
strange
doctrines.”
Hebrews 13:8-9

·

·

·

--- A Liar and a Lion --In 1 Kings 13, the man of God received simple instructions from the Lord; prophesy against
Jeroboam, and then go on your way. He was not to return to the town from whence he came.
Nor was he to turn aside with anyone he encountered. The directions were simple and
unambiguous.
Initially, the man of God was obedient to these commands – even to the point of faithfully
reciting his mission to King Jeroboam when offered a reward. However, things would change
upon the encounter of a mysterious prophet shortly thereafter. This prophet claimed to have
received a divine revelation that the man of God should be invited to his house – to eat and
drink with him. This, of course, was in direct contradiction to the Lord’s first instructions to the
man of God.
Strangely enough, this blatantly false claim was convincing enough for the man of God – who
had only previously turned down an invitation from the king of Israel himself! The man of God
then joined the lying prophet for an afternoon meal, in direct disobedience to the Lord. As a
result, the Lord prepared a lion that slew the man of God shortly after he had departed from the
prophet’s house. The above account illustrates some important truths for the Christian walk
today.
Even though the man of God had the privilege of receiving direct revelations from the Lord, he
was still punished with physical death when he disobeyed God’s commands. As Christians, we
read of this idea in Hebrews 12:5: “My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord … For
whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” The author
reminds us that even though we have become children of God through our faith in Christ, we
can still readily expect punishment from the Lord when we disobey His commandments. No
matter how long we’ve been in the church or how many works we’ve done for God, we are not
beyond His reproach when we sin. Let us therefore not only hear the words of Christ, but do the
works of Christ as well [Matthew 7:24].
Another important application from this story is that we should always test the preaching we
hear against God’s word. Again, the man of God had the privilege of receiving direct revelation
from God. He likely knew the scriptures. Yet, he was deceived by such an obvious lie. Let us not
grow conceited and think the same could not happen in the church today. Paul warns of “false
apostles, deceitful workers” who may appear as prophets of God, but are actually the complete
opposite. [2 Corinthians 11:13].
It cannot be emphasized enough how fortunate we are to have the word of God so we may
gladly “try the spirits” as John wrote [1 John 4:1]. I often think of the times throughout history
when the Bible was not readily available to the masses, or when only a select few had even been
taught to read. In this age of literacy and free information, we should always be diligent to
compare the teachings we hear with what God’s word says. By doing so, we can be assured in
the things we believe and are taught, and not be carried away by divers and strange doctrines
[Hebrews 13:9], as the man of God was when he believed the words of the lying prophet.
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“Not everyone who says to Me,

-

‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who

-

does the will of My Father in
-

heaven.”
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