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“Do not lay up for
yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where
thieves break in and
steal; but lay up for
yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do
not break in and steal.
For where your
treasure is, there your
heart will be also.”
Matthew 6:19-21
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--- Thinking About Our Stewardship --As we’ve entered a new year many of us have set forth resolutions, that largely have been broken by the
time you read this article. Perhaps it was to lose some weight, or read your bible more, or find more work
life balance. Or maybe it was some type of financial goal you set forth for yourself or your household.
I’m often asked for a good financial book recommendation, and there certainly are many man written
books that can be helpful. Yet the bible is the greatest financial book ever, all the principles a person
needs to succeed in their stewardship reside in the pages of scripture.
I love to tell the story of Sam Houston, the famous Texan with whom the city is named after. After a
rather rough life he came to Christ in his later years. While he was preparing to get baptized the man
doing the baptizing suggested he remove his watch so that it wouldn’t be destroyed. He then suggested to
Mr. Houston that he remove his wallet as well. Mr. Houston replied with “my wallet needs baptizing as
well.” From that day on Mr. Houston paid half of the preacher’s salary.
I love that story because it illustrates to me how the choices we make regarding our possessions reflect
what we truly value. As we begin 2022 my objective with this article isn’t to give you a list of things you
need to do with your money. However, I think it would be prudent for all of us to pause and ask
ourselves some fundamental questions about giving, debt, saving, gratitude, etc.
One of our challenges in America regarding so many issues is falling into the trap of comparison in which
we tell ourselves things like; I give more than the average American, I save more than the average
American, I have less debt than the average American, etc. That’s fine and well but is being ahead of the
average American the benchmark for followers of Christ? How are we doing with regards to scripture?
The bible has literally thousands of verses that deal with money and possessions.
For 2022 I’d encourage us all to take some time and as we read those passages in the coming year ask
ourselves what is God trying to teach us? How is that principle to be applied in 2022? As we look across
our country it’s pretty clear that the average American as well as our government have no clue how to be
responsible with their finances. Following biblical principles in this area provides us not only the best path
to peace, but a huge opportunity to differentiate ourselves from the world, allowing our lights to shine by
going against the cultural grain, and following the greatest financial advice book ever written, the Bible.
Remember that God owns it all, but we can only do five things with what he’s given us. Live, Owe Debt,
Owe Taxes, Invest, Give. How are your blessings being distributed over those five?

The bible has so much to say on this subject, but my call to action today is just to bring it to the forefront
of our minds. I’ll conclude with a few of my favorite passages from scripture on this topic.
Proverbs 22:7 “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the lender.”
Deuteronomy 8:18 “Remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce
wealth.”
Proverbs 10:4 “Lazy hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring wealth.”
(You may also consider: Psalms 24:1; Mark 10:21; Proverbs 19:17; 2 Corinthians 9:7; 1 Timothy 6:17;
Proverbs 13:11; Proverbs 13:22; Matthew 6:19-21; Revelation 3:17)
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“The earth is the Lord's,
and all its fullness,

-

The world and those
who dwell therein.”
Psalms 24:1
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