
Nixa Church of Christ 

· We look forward to Evangelist John Lee being with us to speak on 
January 22nd when he will deliver two messages.  We will also have 
a carry in dinner after services. 

· We sadly share that Sister Iva Lea Meek passed away on December 
16th.  She had been living in Tumwater, Washington near her son 
John and family. 

· Please continue to pray for those who have been experiencing recent 
illnesses or medical procedures including Danny Krasser, Luanna 
Baysinger, Mary Jane Johnson, Ron Martin, Barbara Hutchinson, 
Clayton Moore, Shannon Allen, and McKenzie Trumble. 

· Live streaming of our Sunday morning worship is available on 
YouTube.  To watch simply go to YouTube and search for “Nixa 
Church of Christ.”  If you subscribe to our channel, you will get an 
email when our services are going live or view later if you prefer.  

· Our website at www.nixachurchofchrist.org offers a variety of 
resources including audio messages from our recent weekend meeting 
and from our visiting evangelists going back a number of years.  
There are also links to VBR (Video Bible Reading), The Gospel 
Message, and our newsletters. 

· If you know of someone who would like to be added to our mailing 
list or have change of address. please let us know by email at 
nixachurchofchrist@gmail.com or our mailing address, PO Box 1521, 
Nixa, MO  65714. 

News and Notes 
Meeting Times:   

Sunday 10:00 a.m.   
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 

 

Location:   
313 N Main St 

 

Mailing Address:   
PO Box 1521 

Nixa, MO  65714 
 

On the web at:  
www.nixachurchofchrist.org 

E-mail: 
nixachurchofchrist@gmail.com 

And what more shall I 
say? For the time would 
fail me to tell of Gideon 
and Barak and Samson 
and Jephthah, also of 

David and Samuel and the 
prophets: who through 

faith subdued kingdoms, 
worked righteousness, 

obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of 

lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped 

the edge of the sword, out 
of weakness were made 

strong, became valiant in 
battle, turned to flight the 

armies of the aliens. 
Hebrews 11:32-34 
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Jephthah! 
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Recently I was reading in the book of Hebrews the 11th chapter.  As I read each name of the men and 
women in God’s, often referred to, ‘Hall of Faith,’ I remembered some of the things each had done to 
deserve that elite status.  Then, there he was…Jephthah!  What’s he doing there?  Didn’t he make that 
awful vow to the Lord to offer his daughter as a burnt sacrifice?  That should be enough to keep him 
off of that list!  But he is there and for good reason.  So, back to Judges 11 I went for a closer look.  

He was the son of a harlot.  He was disinherited, disowned and driven from his family and 
home.  After that he made friends with ‘worthless’ men and raided the countryside.  Soon the nation 
of Ammon made war with Gilead, his family.  His family then asked him to lead them in 
battle.  Jephthah reminded them of how they hated him, disowned him and wanted him out of their 
life but if they would make him their head/leader he would go up for them.  

As Jephthah and his army advanced toward the people of Ammon for battle we are told in vs 29 
“Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah.” With the Spirit upon him, in the very next verse, 
Jephthah spouts out that infamous vow. “If you will indeed deliver the people of Ammon into my 
hands, then it will be that whatever comes out of the doors of my house to meet me when I return in 
peace…shall surely be the Lord’s and I will offer it up as a burnt offering.”  What was he 
thinking?  Did he live with bulls and goats and sheep and turtledoves?  No!  I think he just got caught 
up in the moment. In anticipation of the Lord helping him he wanted to respond with some great 
promise back to the Lord without considering the actual consequences.  

So now as we try to determine why Jephthah is listed in God’s ‘hall of faith’ what do we 
find?  Obviously Jephthah delivered Israel from a bad situation.  He was their champion in 
battle.  That’s the reason many of the judges are mentioned in Hebrews chapter 11.  But for Jephthah, 
I think it is that and something more. 

Jephthah started out life at a huge disadvantage.  No one wanted him and he turned bad. Then he was 
asked to risk his life for the very people that hated him.  When the Spirit of the Lord came upon him 
he made a promise, and when it came time to make good on that promise, he kept his word.  Even 
though that promise would hurt him greatly he kept his word to the Lord.  But even more, when his 
daughter learned about the vow and what it would cost her she said, “My father, if you have given 
your word to the Lord, do to me what has gone out of your mouth.”  How awesome is that?  That 
Jephthah raised a child, his only child, that was glad to be offered as a sacrifice to the Lord.  What a 
good, godly man he must have been after all. 

As we journey through life let’s remember Jephthah and what he stands for.  On his own he didn’t 
have anything going for him.  But when God called him to help his people he did it with 
distinction.  And as far as that vow goes?  He kept it!  He kept his word no matter what.  Let’s be 
careful what we say.   If we promise something let’s keep it. Whether it is to the Lord, to someone 
else or to ourself, let’s keep it.  Jephthah certainly did. 

          Barry Brownsberger 



Calendar Events 
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Anniversaries in January: 

Jan 27 - Barry & Marilyn Brownsberger 

 

Mark your Calendar for January: 

January 1 -  New Year’s Day 

January 8 - Leaders Meeting 8:30am 

January 16 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

January 22 - John Lee 

January 22 - Carry-in Dinner at Noon 

 

Coming Soon in 2023: 

February 19 - Dan Huff 

March 19 - Doug Twaddell 

April 16 - John Morris 

May 21 - Louis Garbi 

And all these, having obtained a good 

testimony through faith, did not 

receive the promise, God having 

provided something better for us, that 

they should not be made perfect apart 

from us. 

Hebrews 11:39-40 

Birthdays in January: 

Jan 12 - Deanna Maples 

Jan 13 - Chris Allen 

Jan 20 - Aiden Farthing 

Jan 20 - Elaine Holt 

Jan 24 - Gale Maples 

 

Program Schedule for January 2023: 

 - Sunday Morning -  

Date Songs     Read   Announcements Table     Speaker 

 1 T. Allen    K. Farthing  T. Allen  M. Allen  Brownsberger 

 8 Brownsberger    D. Gooch  D. Carmichael  G. McClease  C. Payne 

15 D. Young    A. Carter  D. Young  J. Allen  C. Allen 

22 M. Allen    J. Gooch  M. Allen  D. Gooch  J. Lee 

29 J. Allen    D. Carmichael J. Allen  D. Young  T. Dennis 

Teacher for Adult Class in the Auditorium:   B. Lee (Ephesians) 
 - Wednesday Evening -               
Date Songs                     Teacher  
 4 M. Allen           J. Allen (Parable of the marriage feast) Matthew 22:1-14 
11  Mutual Edification - M. Allen (Theme: Hope) 
18 Brownsberger  T. Allen (Jesus heals the nobleman’s son) John 4:43-54    
25 J. Allen  Brownsberger (Jesus raises Jairus’ daughter from the dead) - Matthew 9:18,  
      23-26, Mark 5:21-24, Luke 8:40-42, 49-56 
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Elders:       Deacons: 

Michael Allen   Jeff Allen 

Tom Allen  David Carmichael 

Tom Dennis  David Young 

Flowers for Ill or Bereaved: 

Lisa Allen 

 

Food for Ill or Bereaved: 

Karen Carmichael 

 

Bulletin Information: 

David and Pam Young 

 

 

Contact Information 

On the web at:  www.nixachurchofchrist.org 

E-mail:  nixachurchofchrist@gmail.com 

Follow us on:  Facebook & Twitter 

 


