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“And God will
wipe away every
tear from their
eyes; there shall be
no more death,
nor sorrow, nor
crying. There shall
be no more pain,
for the former
things have passed
away.”
Revelation 21:4
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TIME FOR TEARS
“To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven – a time to
weep – a time to mourn. (Ecclesiastes 3) These were Solomon’s words, but for
the greater portion of his life Solomon may never have experienced a great deal of
sorrow and weeping. For most of his life, people might say “He had everything
going his way.” But he was realistic enough to know that sad times do come in this
earth life. And after Solomon “turned from the Lord (1 Kings 11), his real
problems began, and it must have been a crushing blow when the Lord informed
him “I will surely tear the kingdom from you.” And we know the rest of the story,
how after Solomon’s death, the ten tribes submitted to Jeroboam and heathen
idolatry.
When we think of a time for weeping and mourning, we surely think of the days
of Jeremiah, truly one of the greatest of the Hebrew prophets, sometimes referred
to as the weeping prophet and quoted at different times in the New Testament.
He lived in miserable times. The ruthless slaughter of people during the reign of
Manasseh, the decline of the Hebrew society, the rise of Babylon under
Nabopolassar and Nebuchadnezzar, the fall of Jerusalem, the destruction of the
temple, his own imprisonment and torture. Those were sad times.
There were the burdens of sorrow in the earth life of our Savior, “a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief.” (Isaiah 53:3) He was moved with compassion.
He wept with those who wept. He wept over the city of Jerusalem, knowing the
doom and destruction that would come to that city within a lifetime after His
death. He foretold the “great tribulation.” (Matthew 24:21) Unequaled previously
or ever after.
As we review history we think of the times that efforts have been made to
annihilate the Jewish people, the Christians. Men like the ancient Antiochus
Epiphanes and the more modern Adolf Hitler stained the pages of history with
slaughter and the blood of humans.
“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come.” (2 Timothy 3:1)
Regardless of what comes, be faithful to the Lord even unto death. Heaven will be
worth it all, and “God will wipe away every tear.” (Revelation 21:4)
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“He is despised and
rejected by men,
A Man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief.
And we hid, as it were, our
faces from Him;
He was despised, and we
did not esteem Him.”
Isaiah 53:3
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