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“By humility and the
fear of the Lord
Are riches and honor
and life.
Thorns and snares are
in the way of the
perverse;
He who guards his soul
will be far from them.
Train up a child in the
way he should go,
And when he is old he
will not depart from
it.”
Proverbs 22:4-6
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Lessons from Rehoboam in the book of Proverbs
What’s interesting to me, is reading through the book of Proverbs, with a knowledge of how things
eventually turned out for the descendants of Solomon; namely his son that assumed the throne at the
time of this death; Rehoboam. Solomon was probably Israel’s greatest king; one of the richest men
who ever lived; and no doubt was the wisest man who ever lived; but; he was also a dad. A dad that
through his writings showed a strong level of concern regarding the spiritual decisions and life
choices of his son. A lot of various wisdom is given within the book of Proverbs; but regarding his
son(s), there seemed to be several recurring themes. To stay away from evil companions. To not
allow himself to be seduced into an improper relationship. To not forget the instructions of his
father, and the laws of God. And the benefits of work instead of laziness. Beyond this, there are
several verses that seem to speak directly to Rehoboam. In 1st Kings 12:8, we have the defining story
of Rehoboam that he is usually remembered for; and that was his rejection of the advice from his
older advisors; and the acceptance of advice from those closer to his own age. Their advice was
against a much needed financial relief, in favor of a tax increase. And this decision to increase the tax
burden, caused the 10 tribes of Israel to rebel and form their own government; essentially splitting the
country in two.
With this in mind, listen now to the words of Solomon as seen in the book of Proverbs; and the
continual written instructions to his son that seemingly went ignored. (1:5) “A wise man will hear and
increase learning, And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel,” (3:27) “Do not withhold good from those to
whom it is due, When it is in the power of your hand to do so.” (10:2) “Treasures of wickedness profit
nothing,” (11:14) “Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counselors there is
safety.” (12:15) “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise.” (12:26) “The
righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.” (13:20) “He who walks
with wise men will be wise, But the companion of fools will be destroyed.” (13:34) “Righteousness exalts a nation, But
sin is a reproach to any people.” (16:18) “Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.” (18:21)
“Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit.” (19:20) “Listen to counsel
and receive instruction, That you may be wise in your latter days.” (28:16) “A ruler who lacks understanding is a
great oppressor, But he who hates covetousness will prolong his days.” (29:2) “When the righteous are in authority, the
people rejoice; But when a wicked man rules, the people groan.” We are told that the events surrounding the
division of Israel and Judah were all a part of God’s plan (1st Kings 12:15 & 24); but how differently
the kingdom of Rehoboam might have turned out; if he had listened to his father; and sought God
with all his heart. One vital verse that we see in the book of Proverbs is (3:5-6) “Trust in the LORD
with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct
your paths.”
We may have limited abilities to trace our lineage back to only a few generations; but in a way we are
all the children of Solomon. And the personal instructions that he gave to his son, are still applicable
to all of us today. Seek wisdom; but seek it from the Lord. Trust in God to lead us down the path of
righteousness. Because the kingdom that God has given us, is much better than any kingdom that we
can create, when we try to do things on our own.
Michael Allen
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