
Nixa Church of Christ 

· Thanks to all who joined us for our Fall Meeting October 15-16.  We also 
wish to thank speakers Clayton Cooper, Randy Teghtmeyer, John Morris, 
Jeffrey Allen, Brandon Lee, and Doug Twaddell for each lesson regarding a 
particular “Important Number in the Bible.”  These lessons are available as 
audio files on our website or for viewing on our YouTube channel. 

· We also wish to thank Doug Twaddell for welcoming and introductions for 
each service, the Ozark congregation for providing Sunday desserts, and 
Elaine Holt and Harry Treece for the Saturday fish fry.  Also Debbie Krasser 
for decorations, Cheryl McClease and her meal team, the bonfire team, and 
many more. 

· We look forward to Evangelist John Lee being with us to speak during our 
morning service on November 20.  He will deliver two messages; one during 
the 10:00am portion of the service, another during the 11:00am portion.  We 
will also have a carry-in dinner at noon.   

· Our sympathy goes out to Sandy Ingram and family for the passing of her 
daughter.  Also the family of Laura Cox.   Please continue to pray for those 
who have been experiencing recent illnesses or medical procedures including 
Luanna Baysinger, Mary Jane Johnson, Ron Martin, Barbara Hutchinson, 
Clayton Moore, Iva Lea Meek, Shannon Allen, and McKenzie Trumble. 

· Live streaming of our Sunday morning worship is available on YouTube.  
To watch simply go to YouTube and search for “Nixa Church of Christ.”  If 
you subscribe to our channel, you will get an email when our services are 
going live or view later if you prefer.  If you know of someone who would 
like to be added to our mailing list or have change of address. please let us 
know by email at nixachurchofchrist@gmail.com or our mailing address, PO 
Box 1521, Nixa, MO  65714. 

News and Notes 
Meeting Times:   

Sunday 10:00 a.m.   
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 

 

Location:   
313 N Main St 

 

Mailing Address:   
PO Box 1521 

Nixa, MO  65714 
 

On the web at:  
www.nixachurchofchrist.org 

E-mail: 
nixachurchofchrist@gmail.com 

But when he was still 
a great way off, his 
father saw him and 

had compassion, and 
ran and fell on his 

neck and kissed him. 
And the son said to 
him, ‘Father, I have 

sinned against heaven 
and in your sight, and 
am no longer worthy 
to be called your son.’ 

  
Luke 15:20-21 
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HIS COMMANDMENTS ARE NOT GRIEVOUS 
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 Sometimes, believers who are struggling in the faith may look at the secular world around 
them with a sense of  longing. They might reason, “My peers seem so happy and carefree without 
religion. My life would be so much easier if  it weren’t for all these thou-shalts and thou-shalt-
nots.” Gradually, they grow cold toward the things of  God, viewing them as burdensome 
obligations rather than divinely inspired commandments. 
 God’s word, however, teaches to the contrary. In 1 John 5:2-3, the Bible reads, “By this we 
know that we love the children of  God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. For this 
is the love of  God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.” 
Here, the evangelist clearly affirms that keeping the commandments of  God is not meant to be an 
oppressive labor. Rather, it is a manifestation of  one’s love for God. The various cares and 
temptations of  the world may make it feel difficult at times, but the scriptural reality is that God’s 
commandments are not too hard or restrictive for Christians. 
 On the other hand, a life without God’s commandments isn’t as free or liberating as the 
world would have you believe. In Proverbs 13:15, the Bible plainly says, “Good understanding 
giveth favour: but the way of  transgressors is hard.” Read that verse again. The way of  
transgressors is hard. Though the people living for the flesh may appear to have it easy, the truth 
is that their lives are a lot more difficult than you might think. For example, a fornicator is likely to 
have a number of  relationship and health problems as a result of  their actions. Or perhaps, a 
covetous person may be caught into many foolish and hurtful lusts, drowning themselves in 
perdition and destruction [1 Timothy 6:9]. The life of  an unrepentant sinner may appear ‘easier’ 
on the outset. In reality, however, there is no peace unto the wicked. [Isaiah 48:22]. 
 Still not convinced? Perhaps we should ask the prodigal son from Luke 15. Not wanting to 
be confined by his father’s rules, the young man promptly took his inheritance and ran off  to a far 
country. While he may have had some fun for a time, the money ran out eventually. He became so 
destitute that he envied after the food scraps of  literal swine. And as he astutely observed in verse 
17, “How many hired servants of  my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger!” He realized that the lowly servants in his father’s house were the ones who actually had 
‘the good life’, while he was the one in abject poverty. 
 Despite the freedom it allegedly promises, sin is actually a cruel master to those it enslaves. 
Compare this with the true freedom one has in Jesus. As it is written in John 8:34:  “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of  sin. And the servant abideth not in the 
house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. If  the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed.” 

As Jesus points out, we serve a kind Master that abideth forever, while the unsaved serve a 
harsh overseer for only a season. We should therefore be content to be doorkeepers in God’s 
house, rather than to dwell in the tents of  wickedness. Not only are we safe from the worldly 
consequences of  sin, but we also have a confident hope of  that mansion over the hilltop. Let’s 
maintain that eternal perspective and appreciate the great value in studying and keeping God’s 
commandments. 

         Josh Gooch 



Calendar Events 
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Mark your Calendar for November: 

November 6 - Daylight Savings Time 
            Ends - Fall Back! 

November 6 - Leaders Meeting 8:30am 

November 8 - Election Day 

November 11 - Veterans Day 

November 20 - John Lee 

November 20 - Basket Dinner 

November 24 - Thanksgiving Day 

 

Coming Soon in 2023: 

January 22 - John Lee 

February 19 - Dan Huff 

March 19 - Doug Twaddell 

April 16 - John Morris 

May 21 - Louis Garbi 

 

“And he said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that I have 
is yours. It was right that we should 
make merry and be glad, for your 

brother was dead and is alive again, 
and was lost and is found.’ ” 

 
Luke 15:31-32 

Birthdays in November: 

November 2  - Nancy Moore 

November 7 - Joshua Gooch 

November 14 - Thomas Dennis 

November 22 - Lauren Allen 

Anniversaries in November: 

November 16 - Michael & Shelby Carney 

 

Program Schedule for November 2022: 

 - Sunday Morning -  

Date Songs     Read   Announcements Table     Speaker 

 6 T. Allen    D. Gooch  T. Allen  D. Young  T. Dennis 

13 J. Allen    J. Gooch  J. Allen  D. Carmichael  C. Allen 

20 M. Allen   A. Carter  M. Allen  C. Payne  J. Lee 

27 Brownsberger    C. Moore  D. Carmichael  B. Young  D. Young 

Teacher for Adult Class in the Auditorium:   M. Allen (Galatians) 
 - Wednesday Evening -               
Date Songs                     Teacher  
 2 T. Allen           Brownsberger (First Miraculous Catch of Fish - Luke 5:1-11) 
 9 Mutual Edification -  J. Allen (Theme: Courage)      
16 D. Young  D. Carmichael (Jesus casts demons into Pigs - Mt 8:28-33, Mk 5:1-20, Lk 8:26-29) 
23 Brownsberger  C. Payne (Jesus walks on water - Mt 14:22-23, Mk 6:45-52, Lk 6:16-21) 
30 Mutual Edification -  T. Allen (Theme: Thanksgiving)  
Wednesday Evening Study: Lessons from Parables, Miracles and stories of Jesus  
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Elders:       Deacons: 

Michael Allen   Jeff Allen 

Tom Allen  David Carmichael 

Tom Dennis  David Young 

Flowers for Ill or Bereaved: 

Lisa Allen 

 

Food for Ill or Bereaved: 

Karen Carmichael 

 

Bulletin Information: 

David and Pam Young 

 

 

Contact Information 

On the web at:  www.nixachurchofchrist.org 

E-mail:  nixachurchofchrist@gmail.com 

Follow us on:  Facebook & Twitter 

 


